“ALL THESE THINGS ARE AGAINST ME.”
NOTE: - God’s wonderful dealing that brings us into His purpose in our lives.

Genesis 42:23 - 43:14

But they did not know that Joseph understood them, for he spoke to them through
an interpreter. And he turned himself away from them and wept. Then he returned
to them again, and talked with them. And he took Simeon from them and bound
him before their eyes.

Then Joseph gave a command to fill their sacks with grain, to restore every man’s
money to his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. Thus he did for
them. So they loaded their donkeys with the grain and departed from there. But as
one of them opened his sack to give his donkey feed at the encampment, he saw his
money; and there it was, in the mouth of his sack. So he said to his brothers, “My
money has been restored, and there it is, in my sack!” Then their hearts failed them

and they were afraid, saying to one another, “What is this that God has done to us?”
Then they went to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan and told him all that

had happened to them, saying: “The man who is lord of the land spoke roughly to

us, and took us for spies of the country. But we said to him, “‘We are honest men;
we are not spies. We are twelve brothers, sons of our father; one is no more, and

the youngest is with our father this day in the land of Canaan.” Then the man, the
lord of the country, said to us, By this I will know that you are honest men: Leave
one of your brothers here with me, take food for the famine of your households,
and be gone. And bring your youngest brother to me; so I shall know that you are
not spies, but that you are honest men. I will grant your brother to you, and you

may trade in the land.

Then it happened as they emptied their sacks, that surprisingly each man'’s bundle
of money was in his sack; and when they and their father saw the bundles of

money, they were afraid. And Jacob their father said to them, “You have bereaved
me: Joseph is no more, Simeon is no more, and you want to take Benjamin. All
these things are against me.”

Then Reuben spoke to his father, saying, “Kill my two sons if I do not bring him
back to you; put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you.”

But he said, “My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead, and he
is left alone. If any calamity should befall him along the way in which you go, then
you would bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave.”



43:1 “Now the famine was severe in the land. And it came to pass, when they had
eaten up the grain which they had brought from Egypt, that their father said to

them, “Go back, buy us a little food.”
But Judah spoke to him, saying, “The man solemnly warned us, saying, ‘“You

shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.” If you send our brother with
us, we will go down and buy you food. But if you will not send him, we will not go

down; for the man said to us, “You shall not see my face unless your brother is with
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you.

And Israel said, “Why did you deal so wrongfully with me as to tell the man
whether you had still another brother?”

But they said, “The man asked us pointedly about ourselves and our family,
saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you another brother?” And we told him
according to these words. Could we possibly have known that he would say, ‘Bring
your brother down’?”’

Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the lad with me, and we will arise and
go, that we may live and not die, both we and you and also our little ones. I myself
will be surety for him; from my hand you shall require him. If I do not bring him
back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever. For if we
had not lingered, surely by now we would have returned this second time.”

And their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: Take some of
the best fruits of the land in your vessels and carry down a present for the man—a
little balm and a little honey, spices and myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds. Take
double money in your hand, and take back in your hand the money that was
returned in the mouth of your sacks; perhaps it was an oversight. Take your brother
also, and arise, go back to the man. And may God Almighty give you mercy before
the man, that he may release your other brother and Benjamin. If I am bereaved, I
am bereaved!”

NOTE: The purpose of the negative things that come against us.

James 1:2-4 “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”



