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THE PURPOSE OF OUR TROUBLE 

NOTE:  If we didn’t find the purpose for our trouble we will really be in trouble! 

2 Corinthians 1:1-11  “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our 
brother,  
To the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in all Achaia: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us 
in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the 
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  For as the sufferings of Christ abound 
in us, so our consolation also abounds through Christ. Now if we are afflicted, it is for your 
consolation and salvation, which is effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also 
suffer.  Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.  And our hope for you is 
steadfast, because we know that as you are partakers of the sufferings, so also you will partake of 
the consolation.  For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to 
us in Asia;  that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of 
life.  Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in 
God who raises the dead, who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom 
we trust that He will still deliver us, you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may 
be given by many persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through many.” 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10  “And lest I should be exalted above  measure by the abundance of the 
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be 
exalted above measure.  Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might 
depart from me.  And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness.’  Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in 
persecution’s, in distresses, for Christ’s sake.  For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

Hebrews  12:12-17  “Therefore strengthen the hands which hang  down, and the feeble knees, 
and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather 
healed.  Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord:  
looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing 
up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled; lest there by any fornicator or profane person 



like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright.  For you know that afterward, when he 
wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he 
sought it diligently with tears.” 

Luke 22:31-32  “And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon!  Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he 
may sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you 
have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” 

The Christian Life is a Life of Service 

1 Timothy 3:13  “For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a good 
standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

Mark 10:44-45  “And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all.  For even the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

The Trouble of God’s Delay 

Matthew 11:2-6  “And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of 
his disciples and said to Him, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’  Jesus 
answered and said to them, ‘Go and tell John the things which you hear and see:  The blind see 
and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them.  And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.’ “ 

John 11:1-44   - (READ) 
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